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2021 Update Released

• Effective June 28, 2021
• Available on the Design and 

Construction Standards home page
• Updates in chapters 2, 4, 7, and 8
• Released with:

• Summary of Changes 2020 to 
2021

• Design Waiver Approval Routing 
Flowchart

• Submittal Checklists
• Appendix H – Maintenance of 

Traffic Plans (revised)
• Appendix I – Approved Plant and 

Tree Lists



Summary of Changes
DCSM 2020 to 2021 

Revision 1

• Posted on the Design and 
Construction Standards home page

• Organized by chapters with 
appendices listed at the end

• Sections with changes are listed in 
order

• Sections or points relocated in the 
2021 DCSM are cross-referenced 
with the original locations in the 
2020 DCSM

• Incorporates changes for 2021 
DCSM Revision 1



Tables

Entries are linked to the tables or 
figures in the 2021 DCSM.

Select the name of the desired table or 
figure to go directly to that place in 
the document.



Design Waivers
• Added requirements for the A/E:

• Initiate the design waiver with 
the VT PM

• Provide supporting documents to 
the VT PM

• Submit the request as soon as 
possible in the design process

• Added the requirement obtaining 
pre-approvals from departments 
affected by the design change

• Added the requirement to submit 
the design waiver record 
electronically following the Design 
Waiver Approval Routing 
Flowchart

• CHECK FOR THE LATEST 
FLOWCHART before submitting 
a design waiver request



Additions

• Environmental permits (1.3.6)
• Baby changing facilities (1.7.3.5.3)
• General notes for Contractor parking and traffic (2.6.5.12)
• Planting specifications (4.3.5) and installation maintenance (4.3.6)
• Transportation and traffic = all mobility (4.8)
• Bicycle parking calculations (4.8.3.1)
• Vegetative roofs (5.5.9)
• Authority of the CFR (8.1.4)



Subtractions
• Chapter 2 design phase submittal lists



Submittal Checklists



Submittal Checklists for
Narratives and Drawings

Selecting a checklist package 
on the Forms Library web 
page will initiate the 
download of the ZIP file. 

Inside the file are 
instructions, checklists for 
the narrative, and checklists 
for the drawings.



Checklist 
Instructions

• Instructions list all the 
checklists for that design 
phase (narrative and 
drawing)

• Checkboxes are provided to 
keep track of the checklists 
submitted in the design 
phase

• Sections in the DCSM are 
provided for additional 
details on the narrative or 
drawings

• Users are to complete 
checklists electronically and 
make a choice for each item 
(yes, no, or N/A)



Submittal 
Checklists for

Narratives and 
Drawings



Submittal Checklists for Narratives and Drawings



Submittal 
Requirements 

Checklist

• Located in the drawings folder 
for each design package

• Required drawings and the 
corresponding completed 
drawing checklists are paired



Changes



Changes
• Changed the Virginia Construction Code edition to 2018
• Comprehensive Waste Management Plan (1.2.5.2)
• Minimum hard copy requirements for project submissions 

(1.5.1)
• Cost estimate standards (2.2)
• Tree protection and preservation procedures (4.1.3)
• Tree planting and care (4.3)
• Transportation (4.8)
• Floor boxes (6.8.1)
• Traffic impacts and road construction (7.7)
• CFR (8.1)
• New Building Information form (8.9)



2021 Revision 1

• Updated to better match the 
demolition approval requirements 
in the Code of Virginia

• Clarified roles in planned 
demolitions:
• Virginia Art and Architecture 

Board (AARB) (1.3.1, 1.3.8.2)
• Virginia Department of Historic 

Resources (DHR) (1.3.3, 1.7.5)
• Governor (1.3.3, 1.3.8.2, 1.7.5)
• Board of Visitors (1.7.5)

• Added time requirements based 
on the AARB hearing date 
(1.3.8.2, 1.7.5)



Appendices



Appendix H
Maintenance of Traffic Plans



Appendix I
Approved Plant and Tree Lists

App. I1 – Approved Woody 
& Herbaceous Plant List

App. I2 – Core Campus 
Approved Tree List



Design and 
Construction 

Standards
Home Page

• 2021 DCSM

• Summary of Changes

• Appendix H

• Appendix I1

• Appendix I2

• Design Waiver Approval Routing 
Flowchart



Website Updates



Archive

*NEW*

• Prior versions of the DCSM
• Grouped with appendices
• Grouped by effective dates



Training

*NEW*

Training on DCSM versions:
• Video recordings
• Presentation slides



Design and 
Construction 

Standards
Home Page

Access the new Archive page and 
the new Training page from the 
DCS home page.



Detail Library Forms Library



Plans for the Future

• Tiered rankings for structures
• AREC standards
• Standards affected by local restrictions
• Detail Library
• Reorganize some sections for clarity and readability



Questions?


