
Generator General Installation Requirements

Is the generator 
greater than 7,500 
watts (7.5kW)?

YesNo

Grounding rod 
required.

No grounding 
required.

Grounding rod must be:

1. 3/4” diameter unless Owner’s 
Manual says different.

2. Driven a minimum of 6 feet 
in the ground.

*** See below for additional requirements and specific information on generators.

Does the generator 
have a GFCI outlet?

YesNo

GFCI whip 
required.

No GFCI whip 
required.

Will there be a 
generator used for 

the event?

YesNo

No further 
action needed.

General Generator Requirements:

1. Fire extinguisher is required at 
each generator.

2. Provide shielding for each 
generator.

3. All extension cords shall be in good 
condition (i.e. no damaged insulation, 

has all ground studs in plugs, etc.)
4. Secure all extension cords to 

prevent tripping.

Is more than a 100 
foot extension cord 

needed?

YesNo

One extension 
cord is allowed.

Shift generator 
or add another 
to stay under 

100 feet.
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Generators:

1. Generators (including light towers) shall be located a minimum of 10 feet from any stage, buildings, or
other combustible materials, and 20 feet from tents, inflatables, or membrane structures.

2. Generators shall be isolated from the public by a physical guard, fence, or enclosure set up not less
than 3 feet away from the generator.

3. Provide an approved portable fire extinguisher complying with section 906 for each generator in close
proximity to the generator (including light towers). 

4. Portable generators shall be grounded if they are over 7.5kW unless the owner's manual says
differently. The grounding rod shall be per the manufacturer's installation instructions and the National
Electric Code (NEC). If a grounding rod is required, there must be a minimum of 6 feet of embedment.

5. A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet or a GFCI whip shall be provided. 

6. All extension cords shall not have any damaged insulation and shall have the ground stud in the plug
connector. 

7. Secure all extension cords to minimize tripping hazards.

8. Extension cords shall not be connected to each other (daisy-chained). Distribution boxes are required
if more than one extension cord length is needed. 
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