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Overview
The Office of Sustainability (OofS) was established in accordance 
with the Virginia Tech Climate Action Commitment (VTCAC) and is 
responsible for monitoring energy usage, Green House Gas (GHG) 
emissions, overseeing the implementation of the VTCAC and the 
Sustainability Plan, coordinating programs for campus sustainability, 
and managing a campus wide student internship program.

Virginia Tech is a leader in campus sustainability. In 2009, the 
Virginia Tech Board of Visitors approved the first ever VTCAC. These 
documents guide the direction of the university by setting goals for 
the next 50 years to reduce Virginia Tech’s environmental footprint.

71.02

Virginia Tech is rated by the Association 
for Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education (AASHE) and their 
Sustainability Tracking Assessment & 
Rating System (STARS) yearly. In 2014, 
Virginia Tech scored a Gold rating with 
71.02 points for its efforts to promote 
campus sustainability. 
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Climate Action Commitment
Virginia Tech serves as a model community for a sustainable society. 
Sustainability is an integral part of the fabric of the university as it 
pursues enhanced economic stability and affordability, diversity and 
inclusion, environmental stewardship, expansion of knowledge, and 
education of future leaders.

� �A Leader in Campus Sustainability.

� �Represent VTCAC&SP in Strategic Plan.

� �Reduce GHG emissions to 80% below 1990 emission 
level by 2050.

� �Improve energy efficiency, reduce energy waste, 
replace high-carbon fuels, etc.

� Maintain a sustainability office.

� LEED certification

� Electricity and heat efficiency

� 50 percent recycle rate by 2020.

� ��a. �Purchase or lease Energy Star equipment and 
maximize practicable recycled content paper

    b. �Consider a product’s life cycle cost and impact 
when making purchasing decisions

� �Engage students, faculty, and staff to develop and 
implement innovative strategies for efficient and 
sustainable use of energy, water, and materials in all 
university-owned facilities.

� �Transportation energy efficiency through parking, 
fleet, and alternative transportation policies and 
practices.

� �Develop and implement innovative sustainability-
related academic programs in instruction, research, 
and outreach

� �Monitor energy use and GHG emissions and change 
internal and external conditions, prepare an annual 
‘report card’ showing progress towards targets

� �Provide funding to support sustainability programs.
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Our Partners
To achieve the university’s energy and sustainability goals, the Office of Sustainability 
works collaboratively with the following groups:

Departments
Alternative Transportation

College of Natural 
Resources and Environment 
Sustainability Institute

Dining Services

YToss at Virginia Tech

Student Groups
Campus Kitchen

Environmental Coalition

Environmental Student 
Organization

Residence Hall Federation

Roots and Shoots

Students for Clean Energy

Student Government 
Association

Sustainable Food Corps

Community Groups
Sustainable Blacksburg

Town of Blacksburg
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Demand Side Management
Demand Side Management promotes energy efficiency 
by upgrading, retrofitting, and commissioning 
mechanical, lighting, and electrical systems in the 
buildings. The Office of Energy Management launched 
a Five Year Energy Action Plan to address the energy 
efficiency improvements with 50 of the most energy 
intensive buildings. 

On-Going Projects
�� Combustion testing of boilers and furnaces
�� Electric sub-metering of chiller plants
�� Fume hood energy reduction program
�� Greenhouse lighting technology improvements 

Thermal imaging of campus buildings
�� Lighting bulb/fixture replacement
�� Steam Trap Survey Program
�� Thermal insulation on steam pipes, fittings,  

and equipment

Energy
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Energy Efficient 
Design

To establish university standards 
which go beyond the applicable 
VA Energy Code, the Facilities 
Department has added a section 
to Virginia Tech’s “Design and 
Construction Standards” that 
speaks to “Guidelines for Energy 
Efficient Design.”

The guide applies to all new 
construction and new addition 
and renovation projects and 
will over time make significant 
advancements to energy 
reductions and savings.
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The Office of Energy Management recently conducted a benchmarking analysis of 
campus buildings which identified 50 energy intensive buildings. Representing only 
35 percent of the university structures, these buildings account for over 70 percent  
of the main campus utility cost. 

Following this study, a comprehensive Five Year Energy Action Plan was developed 
in collaboration with the Office of Budget and Financial Planning. The plan guides the 
facilities operations to achieve significant reduction in energy cost. The program will 
concentrate on 10 “energy hog” buildings per phase with a goal of completing all in 
five years. An energy cost savings of approximately $4.5 million is estimated.

Five Year Energy Action Plan

http://facilities.vt.edu/planning-construction/principles-and-standards/construction-standards.html
http://facilities.vt.edu/planning-construction/principles-and-standards/construction-standards.html
http://facilities.vt.edu/energy-utilities/energy-reduction-efforts/five-year-energy-action-plan.html


Waste Disposal, Composting, 
and Recycling

Composting Feasibility Study
When the company that provided composting 
services for Virginia Tech went out of business 
in May 2015, the university reevaluated the 
program and determined that the most cost 
effective solution was for Virginia Tech to 
continue using a third party organic waste 
management provider. Key stakeholders 
on campus, including representatives from 
Facilities, Environmental Health and Safety, 
and Dining Services,participated in the 
reevaluation process. 

Zero Waste Events
�� Staff Appreciation Day May, 2015: composted 

food waste 2,500lbs, recycling material 130lbs

�� Welcome Back Kickoff Aug, 2015

�� Hokie Picnic at Lane Stadium Aug 21, 2015

�� 3.2 Run for Remembrance April 16, 2016 

�� Staff Appreciation Day May, 2016

Ytoss 2016

9.4 tons of used student 
furniture, appliances, etc. 
kept out of landfill.

Every year students volunteer to 
keep the program running!
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Transition to Single Stream Recycling
Single Stream Recycling began the summer of 
2015 for the Blacksburg campus. Standard Single 
Stream Signage (left) is being used on all single 
stream advertising on campus. 

In addition to bottles, paper products can 
now be dropped into the Big Belly Solar Trash 
Compactors for recycling. Additionally, new Large 
Outdoor Recycling Containers (right) have been 
placed outside residence halls and new Indoor 
Single Stream Recycling Lids were replaced with 
the existing “Slim Jims” containers. 
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Sustainable Dining

Dining Services Farm at Kentland
Beginning as a quarter acre herb plot in 2009, the 
Dining Services Farm at Kentland now produces about 
six acres each year. This joint program between Dining 
Services and the Department of Horticulture produces 
fruits, vegetables, and herbs that are used in Virginia 
Tech’s dining halls. In 2015, the university harvested 
48,000 pounds of produce.

The Farms and Fields Project in Owens Food 
Court offers a seasonal menu highlighting 
local, sustainable, and organic foods.
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At the start of the fall 2015 semester: 
�� 9,500 Reusable To-Go containers were distributed 

to on-campus residents. The Virginia Tech Student 
Government Association and Office of Housing and 
Residence Life shared the $19,000 cost.

�� 47,000 meals were served in Reusable To-Go 
containers during the fall 2015 semester.

�� 340,000 fewer compostable to-go containers were 
used in the fall 2015 semester compared to spring 
2015 semester.

Reusable To-Go Container Program 
Expands to Two Additional Dining Centers
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Alternative Transportation
Bus, Bike, Walk, and Carshare
Alternative Transportation promotes and encourages the use of 
alternative modes of transportation (e.g., bicycling, walking, vanpooling, 
carpooling, riding transit) to get to, from, and around campus.

The Hokie Bike Hub serves as a bicycle maintenance and commuter 
education center. Cyclists have access to tools and resources for self–
service bike repair. Cyclists can also attend bike-themed workshops 
and learn how to maintain and repair bikes. The Bike Hub has become 
the home of bicycling on campus and serves as a social space for 
cyclists to interact with and learn from one another.
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Green Building:  
LEED Certifications
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)

Indoor Athletic
Training Facillity LEED Silver 2015

Goodwin Hall
LEED Gold 2015

Human and Agricultural
Biosciences Building
LEED Gold 2015

More LEED Registered and Certified Buildings at Virginia Tech

Henderson Hall Renovation and Theatre 101 Addition Gold 2/1/10

Football Locker Room Addition Silver 10/1/11

ICTAS II (Institute for Critical Technology  
and Applied Science) Gold 11/1/11

Visitors and Undergraduate Admissions Center Certified 8/1/12

Academic and Student Affairs Building (Lavery Hall) Silver 4/1/13

Vet Med Instructional Addition Silver 6/1/13

Ambler Johnston Hall Gold 11/1/13

Chiller Plant, Phase I (Southwest Chiller Plant) Silver 11/1/13

Center for the Arts (Moss Arts Center) Gold 5/1/14

Renovate Davidson Hall Certified 3/11/16

Virginia Tech also has a number of future LEED  
Certified buildings under design
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Sustainability Week

Sustainability Week is a partnership between 
Virginia Tech, the Town of Blacksburg, 
and Sustainable Blacksburg that highlights 
sustainability efforts in the town and on campus. 
More than a dozen events were scheduled 
the week of Sept. 14-18, 2015 to showcase the 
sustainable efforts happening on campus and in 
the community. 

Some of the highlights include:

�� “Caught Green Handed”–Volunteers traveled 
throughout the community catching people in 
the act of making more sustainable everyday 
choices such as biking to work, using a 
reusable coffee mug, or recycling.

�� Active Commute Celebration–This event 
is hosted by the Office of Alternative 
Transportation and highlights information about 
Blacksburg Transit, the Virginia Tech Office 
of Sustainability, the Blacksburg Office of 
Sustainability, and many others. 

�� Tree Planting–Virginia Tech students, 
employees, and community members planted 
six native Oak trees along West Campus Drive.
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With the mission to “build a more just and 
sustainable community through education, action, 
and appreciation for our world,” Virginia Tech’s annual 
Earth Week events are led by The Environmental Coalition 
at Virginia Tech, with support from nearly a dozen other 
groups, including:

�� Virginia Tech Office of Sustainability
�� Virginia Tech Students for Clean Energy
�� Virginia Tech Environmental Student Organization
�� Sustainable Food Corps
�� Sustainable Dining at Virginia Tech
�� Virginia Tech Office of Alternative Transportation
�� YMCA at Virginia Tech
�� Veg Club of Virginia Tech
�� Blacksburg Farmers Market

Each day of Earth Week is themed around an important 
sustainability topic, like clean energy, waste and recycling, 
local food, social justice, and community. The particular 
events change each year, but the basic mission to take 
action for and celebrate a sustainable campus and beyond 
is carried through year to year. 

Earth Week

15



Green Request for Proposals (RFP) Program

At a Glance
The Green Request for Proposals Program provides university 
funds to student-generated sustainability projects. This program 
solicits proposals from recognized student organizations that 
promote sustainability on campus. Proposals that are funded by 
the university support the Virginia Tech Climate Action Commitment 
and produce realizable savings. 

Since 2010, 43 student proposals have been approved and 
awarded more than $435,000. The following projects were 
funded in 2014-15:
�� Water bottle refilling stations in residence halls  

and academic buildings

�� LED street lamp upgrades 

�� OZZI machines for reusable to-go containers

�� A Solar Charging Table in Pritchard Quad
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The following projects were 
funded and will be installed during 
the 2016-17 academic year:
�� Additional LED street lamp 

upgrades-$23,800

�� Additional OZZI reusable to-go machines 
and Hokie Passport readers-$31,000

�� Indoor waste stations for academic 
buildings-$15,000

�� Shut-the-Sash fume hood stickers-$1,000

�� Bicycle parking hubs-$52,970

�� Rainwater catchment system for Urban 
Horticulture Center-$1,715

�� Water bottle refilling station in Smyth 
Hall-$3,500

�� Native trees for Sustainability Week  
(fall 2016)-$5,000

�� Bicycle fix-it stations-$2,800

�� Ytoss signage-$775
Solar Charging Table
On April 13, 2016 (during Earth Week), Virginia Tech’s 
first Solar Charging Table was unveiled. This table 
was proposed by Students for Clean Energy president 
Patrick Gallagher during the 2014-2015 RFP requests.
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Committee Purpose
To review and advise the university 
administration regarding broad policy issues 
relating to energy usage, efficiency and 
conservation in particular, and with overall 
sustainability matters in general. 

The Energy and Sustainability Committee is 
part of the university governance structure. 
The committee reports to the Commission 
on University Support which reports to 
University Council.

Energy and
Sustainability
Committee

Sustainability Survey and Focus Groups

In 2015, members of the Energy and Sustainability 
Committee discussed ways to create more opportunities 
for the committee to interact with the rest of the Virginia 
Tech community on sustainability issues. The committee 
distributed a survey about sustainability at Virginia Tech 
to determine what issues are most important to Hokies. 
The results of this survey can be seen below. These 
results give a good indication of the issues deemed most 
important, as well as the desired priorities going forward.

Faculty
22%

Graduate Student
18%

Senior
15%

Staff
15%

Junior
12%

Sophomore
11%

Freshman
4%

Other 
3%

Undergraduate
Student

42%

Participants
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Green Office Certification

The Green Office Certification program 
recognizes offices/departments who save 
energy and reduce waste.

Since the program launched, 15 offices have 
completed the certification.
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Internship Program

The Office of Sustainability 
Internship Program blends real-
world projects at the Blacksburg 
campus with practical skills-
based professional development 
courses to prepare students for a 
career in the sustainability field. 
Students learn what it is like to 
work in a dynamic environment 
by encouraging creativity, 
ownership, and collaboration.

There are two main goals of this 
program:

1. �Cultivate the skills needed 
by young sustainability 
professionals.

2. �Forward Virginia Tech’s 
sustainability goals through 
creative engagement.

The projects the students take 
on, paired with professional 
development classes and other 
trainings, allow students to sharpen 
and expand their environmental 
professional skill sets.

21



Fall Semester
Intern Events

meet ozzi
vt’s reusable to go container 

Step 1: 
Ask for your food in a reusable 
to go container when you order 

and pay your one time fee of $3.50

Step 2: 
Eat your food on the go!

 to an Ozzi machine.

Step 3:
Dump your leftovers and

  take your empty container

Step 4:
Grab your Ozzi token after
you deposit your container. 

Step 5:   
Next time you eat to go,

hand the cashier your Ozzi token.

in owens, west end, and turner
you can find the big ozzi machines
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do other schools have a graduation 
pledge? Yes. Virginia Tech is part of the 
Graduation Pledge Alliance. There are more than 
100 active pledge schools and 125,000 college 
graduates have taken the pledge.

How do I participate? To participate send 
a quick blurb of how you pledge to support a 
sustainable world and a photo of yourself (think 
“Humans of New York” project or just your 
standard selfie) to the Facebook page.

Do I need to be graduating to get the 
cord? Yes, we will only give cords to students 
who are set to graduate in the upcoming graduation 
ceremony. 

Do you hand out cords for December 
graduation? Yes.

Do you have to be an undergraduate 
student to participate (rather than a 
Masters, PhD, etc.)? Not at all. Graduate 
students are also invited to participate.

What’s the cost? The cord is free of charge, 
and only requires that you send your pledge and 
photo to commit to living a sustainable post-
graduation life.

Green Graduates
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“I pledge to support a sustainable world because I recognize that the 
ground I walk on is finite and it is my responsibility to do all that I 
can to ensure its survival through my day to day activities, raising 
awareness about how important it is to support a sustainable world, 
and treating the Earth with unwavering respect. I pledge to support 
a sustainable world because I want to fight for environmental justice 
and a safer, cleaner, and greener world.”

To view more, 
visit our 
Facebook page: 

Green Graduates 
of Virginia Tech. 

“Hola! My name is Luis Manrique Bowen, I’m a senior graduating from 
the college of engineering and majoring in civil engineering. I want to be 
the first person in my family to incorporate sustainability in my everyday 
life. I think by taking the first step towards this goal it will enlighten those 
around me to do the same and think about our planet’s current conditions. 
By committing myself to live a sustainable life style, I hope to empower 
others to follow my footsteps. This is our only home and we must preserve it 
for those yet to come.”

“�Earth is our home, it’s been here long before 
humans walked the planet and it will be here when 
we’re gone. We don’t own this place, we’re only 
borrowing it from future generations of species. 
Which is why we have a responsibility to leave it in 
a better condition than we received it. We can each 
help, even the smallest changes in your lifestyle 
can make a difference. Use reusable bags to reduce 
plastic waste, plant a small garden, take shorter 
showers, and recycle plastic and glass bottles. It’s 
all in the little things!”
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Since Virginia Tech was first certified in 2008 under the Tree Campus USA program, 
over 600 trees have been planted across campus. Plantings primarily take place during 
Sustainability Week in the fall semester and during Earth Week in the spring semester. 
Virginia Tech was one of the founding member schools of Tree Campus USA but as of 2015 
over 250 universities were certified through this program.
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Gold Rating since October 15, 2014

A Letter From President Sands to the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE)
Virginia Tech is proud to be a charter participant in AASHE’s STARS. 
We are committed to maintaining our leadership role in campus 
sustainability. It is my pleasure to endorse and affirm that Virginia Tech’s 
STARS submission accurately reflects the sustainability initiatives and 
progress to date on our campus. 

We actively use STARS as the primary tool for benchmarking our 
progress towards a more sustainable campus. Our commitment to 
sustainability was initiated by students in 2007. In 2009, our Board 
of Visitors unanimously approved the Virginia Tech Climate Action 
Commitment Resolution, which was accompanied by a Sustainability 
Plan specific to the university. This resulted in the creation of the Office 
of Energy and Sustainability, establishment of targets for the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions, an emphasis on energy efficiency, 
increased recycling and alternative transportation rates, an institutional 
commitment to pursue LEED Silver certification or better for all new 
construction and major renovation projects, and continued student 
engagement in campus sustainability. We are pleased to report that we 
have made tremendous progress toward our goals and are continually 
implementing additional initiatives to achieve a more sustainable future. 

The STARS program continues to evolve and offer greater opportunities 
for colleges and universities. We will submit an application again under 
version 1.2 to advance our rating from Silver to Gold. Thank you for this 
opportunity to continue our participation in STARS and to learn from our 
peers as we work together to advance sustainability in higher education. 

STARS: 
Sustainability 
Tracking, 
Assessment and 
Rating System

27



Catawba  
Sustainability Center
The Catawba Sustainability Center (CSC) is a 377-acre research 
and education site in Roanoke County, Virginia, that aims to inspire 
thought and discover solutions in environmental, social, and economic 
sustainability through research, education, and demonstration. The CSC 
works to advance environmental stewardship, community engagement, 
and economic growth by providing a living, learning environment 
for the teaching and demonstration of sustainable practices in land 
management, agriculture, and economics. 

Beginning Farmer Programs
To help train new farmers and strengthen the local 
food system, the CSC in partnership with Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, continued the Small 
Farm Incubator program by providing 6 farmers 
with land and resources at the Center during 
the 2015 growing season. In addition, the CSC 
facilitated the Midsummer Sustainable Gardening 
Workshop and implemented an agriculture 
education program with a local high school.
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Conservation Land 
Management and 
Agroforestry

The Catawba Sustainability Center 
is committed to implementing 
and teaching conservation land 
management practices and integrating 
agroforestry into the development of the 
farm wherever possible. 

CSC is a partner in a National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation grant award 
to develop a multi acre, mixed-use 
agroforestry farm plot over the next two 
years to demonstrate how agroforestry 
can be used on Virginia Farms to meet 
conservation goals and generate 
revenue through conservation and 
nutrient credit trading.

The Catawba Sustainability Center 
hosts over 1,000 visitors annually. 
In 2015, the Catawba Sustainability 
Center produced the 3rd Roanoke Valley 
Locavore Food Directory, a print and 
web publication showcasing locally 
produced food and beverage.
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The Multi-Modal Transit Facility (MMTF) is a partnership 
between the university and the Town of Blacksburg. It 
will function as a transit hub and will serve multiple modes 
of transportation. The facility will provide amenities for 
users, facilitate public interface, disseminate information, 
and promote alternative transportation. 

This project will be the first building at Virginia Tech 
to pursue LEED Platinum certification.  Some of the 
sustainability showcase items that will be included in the 
MMTF include:

�� Rainwater from the building will be collected in 
storage tanks and be reused for gray water purposes 
in the building.

�� A wind turbine will be installed as a demonstration of 
wind energy. 

�� Extensive photo-voltaic panels will be installed in 
select bus slip canopies to provide renewable energy.

�� A green roof will be installed to provide natural 
insulation, CO2 reduction, and reduce rain water runoff.

Multi-Modal Transit 
Facility (MMTF) 
and Sustainability 
Showcase
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Aerial view looking north
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Ground view looking south with Perry Street Parking Garage on left
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MMTF site plan
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In Conclusion
The past year has been a “Sustainability Success” because of our achievements engaging our 
campus community and implementing a comprehensive Five Year Energy Action Plan. You can see 
these achievement in the faces of our faculty, staff, and students as they come together to make our 
campus even greener and in the results of our annual Greenhouse Gas (GHG) assessment showing a 
7.6% decrease in our emissions in FY 16. Virginia Tech continues to lead in Sustainability.
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Virginia Tech Sustainability Annual Metrics Report 
2015-2016 

 

 1 

The following report provides a summary status on implementation of the Virginia Tech 
Climate Action Commitment and Sustainability Plan (VTCAC&SP) for 2015-2016.  
The VTCAC&SP was developed in 2009 and updated in 2013.   
 
KEY SUSTAINABILITY METRICS 
 

1. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions: “Virginia Tech will establish a target  
for reduction of campus GHG emissions to 80% below 1990 emission level  
(38,000 tons) by 2050…” (VTCAC&SP) 

 
  Comments 

 
 7.6% decrease in FY2016 driven by: 
 

• 34% reduction in consumption  
of coal in FY2016 over FY2015.  
The difference is compensated by 
increased natural gas consumption 
and a milder winter. 

 
• Reduction in APCO’s coal usage 

resulted in less emissions per 
kilowatt-hour of purchased 
electricity. 

 
  Comments 
 

• The university added approximately 
182,000 square feet (SF) in 
construction during FY2016  
(New Classroom Building and 
Pearson Hall) 

 
• GHG emission percentages by  

fuel source: 
o Purchased Electricity  51% 
o Coal    25% 
o Commute   6% 
o Natural Gas (Steam Plant) 11% 
o Natural Gas (Buildings) 2% 
o All Others   5% 
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2. Energy Use Intensity (kBtu’s/GSF): “Virginia Tech will improve electricity and 

heating efficiency of campus facilities and their operations by improving the heating 
and cooling infrastructure and operation, lighting efficiency, equipment efficiency, 
and metering and controls of its existing buildings.” (VTCAC&SP) 
 
Comments 
 
• 0.4% decrease over FY2015 

primarily driven by a 2.8% reduction 
in combined fuel consumption in 
FY2016 over FY2015. 
 

• The university developed a Five 
Year Energy Action Plan to enhance 
on-going efforts to operate more 
efficiently. Virginia Tech has funded 
Phase 1 of the plan in the amount  
of $2.5 million. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Water Consumption: “Virginia Tech will engage students, faculty, and staff through 
education and involvement to develop and implement innovative strategies for 
efficient and sustainable use of energy, water, and materials in all university-owned 
facilities.” (VTCAC&SP) 

 
Comments 

 
7.5% decrease over FY2015 driven by:  

 
• The installation of new Water 

Authority master meters which  
have provided a better assessment 
of water usage. 
 

• A water conservation program  
will be developed in the Campus  
Master Plan’s review of utilities. 
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4. Alternative Transportation Use: “Virginia Tech will improve transportation energy 

efficiency on campus through parking, fleet, and alternative transportation policies 
and practices.” (VTCAC&SP) 
 
Comments 
 
• Virginia Tech received its seventh straight gold award from the Best Workplaces 

for Commuters Race for Excellence, after having been named “Best Of” in the 
university category in 2014.  
 

• The university has earned 
recognition as a Bronze level 
Bicycle Friendly University  
from the League of American 
Bicyclists. 
 

• The office of Alternative 
Transportation conducted the 
second iteration of the biennial 
Commuter Survey in the spring 
of 2016. The survey results 
showed that 81.6% of campus 
affiliates (faculty, staff, and 
students) use at least one 
alternative mode as a primary 
transportation source. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VT	has	adopted	a	more	
accurate	methodology	to	
determine	%	of	AT	users.			

55%

NA

82%

FY12
FY13
FY14
FY15
FY16

Alternative 
Transportation (AT)

(total % campus population 
using AT as primary means of 

commute)

Survey conducted in alternate years 

VT has adopted a more accurate 
methodology to determine % of AT 
users. 
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5. Recycling: “…Virginia Tech will minimize waste and achieve a 50% recycle  
rate by 2020” (VTCAC&SP) 
 
Comments:   

 
 
• 37.6% Overall Recycle Rate 

for 2015 directly attributable  
to the unanticipated closure  
of the composting vendor in 
April 2015. No other viable 
composting options were 
available for the remainder  
of the year, so 260 tons of  
food waste went to the landfill.  
Had the vendor remained 
operational Virginia Tech 
would have achieved a 42% 
overall recycling rate.    

 
• Comprehensive Composting 

Feasibility Study completed  
in Spring 2016 recommended 
Virginia Tech negotiate with 
new vendor (Royal Oak Farm) 
near Lynchburg for future 
composting (as opposed to  
Virginia Tech starting its own composting operation).    

 
• University transitioned to a Single Stream Recycling System effective July 2015 

which will enhance Virginia Tech’s ability to reach the recycle rate goal.   
 
 

40.1% 

44.1% 

43.2% 

40.5% 

37.6% 

CY11

CY12

CY13

CY14

CY15

Overall	Recycle	Rate
(%)
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